GreekTown on the Danforth Business Improvement Area
452A Danforth Ave Toronto, ON M4K 1P4

Tel: 416-469-5634 - Fax: 416-469-8200

TASTE OF THE DANFORTH

Come for the Food ... Stay for the Fun!

TORONTO'S FAVOURITE (AND CANADA'S LARGEST) STREET FESTIVAL IS BACK OFFERING FUN
FOR ALL AGES

Friday, August 7", 2026 to Sunday, August 9", 2026

Friday, August 7

Festival Hours: 6:00 PM - 12:00 Midnight
Saturday, August 8

Festival Hours: 12:00 Noon — 12:00 Midnight
Sunday, August 9

Festival Hours: 12:00 Noon — 10:00 PM

FOR RELEASE: Day/Date/ - TORONTO

A “Taste” of What to Expect
Canada’s favourite Festival is back! Come join us as we celebrate the return of Canada’s largest

street Festival, welcoming approximately 1.5 million attendees - Friday, August 7th" to Sunday,
August 9*".

Taste of the Danforth Greek heritage will always be at the heart of Taste of the Danforth. At the
same time, the Danforth has evolved, just as our city, province, and country have evolved. Today
the festival reflects a diverse and inclusive Canada — with a dollop of tzatziki on top.”

The GTA lays claim to more than 200,000 residents of Greek ancestry, the third largest Hellenic
community outside of Greece. At the Festival, visitors have the opportunity to experience being
‘Greek for the Day’, but the Festival is much more than the celebration of the Danforth's Greek
heritage -- it is also a celebration of Canada’s multiculturalism.



Restaurateurs along the Danforth will be offering “Tasting Menus” for no more than $6 so that
attendees can enjoy a multitude of tasty multi-ethnic treats.

Yes, there is Food, Food, and more Food — but the Taste of the Danforth is so much more! There
will be loads of free, family-friendly entertainment on our World Stage ,Greek Stage, and
Showcase Stage. Don’t miss the Kids’ Fun Zone featuring a great EverBlocks experience
Featuring a Giant LEGO Activation, the Sports Zone featuring a 1 on 1 basketball challenge with
MK(he has over 4M followers and a typical video has over 40M views), the “It’s All Greek To
Me” plate- breaking experience, and the Hollywood on the Danforth Zone presented by Warner
Brothers featuring the film

Here is a “Taste” of what to expect during TOTD26:

Four Free Entertainment Stages

1. World Stage

Featuring a wide range of music and performances from around the world.

For schedule: www.tasteofthedanforth.com

2. Showcase Stage

Even more amazing performances from around the world

For schedule: www.tasteofthedanforth.com

3. Greek Stage

Our Greek Stage features the finest Greek singers, dancers, and musicians.

For schedule: www.tasteofthedanforth.com

4. Let’s Dance Stage Presented By OLG

Take a trip around the world right on the Danforth. Our friendly instructors will teach you a
traditional dance from their home country. Take a quick 15-minute dance lesson from our

Four Fun Zones

1. Sports Zone
TBD

2. Kids’ Fun Zone

“EverBlocks for Kids”

The Kids love it and we’ve got it! Creative Club presents their EverBlocks Clubhouse where kids
can build and design with over 18,000 LEGO Bricks! Have a seat on the EverBlocks couch or take
a picture with our giant EverBlocks installation. Share your photo on social media for a chance
to win dinner on the Danforth. Bricks...Blocks...FUN! See you there!

3. “It’s All Greek To Me”: Breaking Plates - OPA!

Breaking plates after a meal is an ancient Greek tradition (banned in Greece since 1969). Let out
some tension and experience the pleasure of smashing plates, in partnership with Chaos
Studios


http://www.tasteofthedanforth.com

4. Hollywood on the Danforth - Presented by Warner Brothers
“Film Name”

5. Heineken Beer Garden
Join us at the Heineken Beer Garden for a refreshing drink.

6. Lots of Prizes, Challenges and Samples from our Sponsors
Lots of activations, prizes and samples from LIST OF SPONSORS*

10. Win A Vacationto ___!

Festival-goers will have a chance to win a vacationto __ courtesy of

All they need to do is learn the secret passcode from the emcee at our World Stage presented
by OLG, or find it in our Festival brochure, for a chance to enter and win.

About the Festival

History of the Festival and the Organization that Runs it

People are always surprised when we tell them that the Festival is run by a Board of Directors
consisting of volunteers from the local community. There is only one full-time staff member.
They're also fascinated by the fact that the concept began 32 years ago when a number of
competitors decided to get together to participate in what is now known as co-op for coalition
advertising.

The Festival is organized by the GreekTown on the Danforth BIA, a not-for-profit organization,
run by a volunteer Board, and Chaired by Tony Pethakas.

The GreekTown on the Danforth BIA is an excellent example of how a BIA can unite local
restaurateurs and retailers, along a street, to promote businesses.

The Festival began as a celebration of Hellenic cuisine and culture. It has grown to become a
celebration of both its Greek heritage and the multicultural nature of the City of Toronto. While
a number of the events and programs are reflective of the area's Greek roots, the Festival
programming, and its audience, have grown to encompass a much broader spectrum of the
Toronto community.

The Festival began in 1994 when a group of restaurateurs on the Danforth tried to find new
ways to entice people to come to the Danforth, and enjoy their amazing Greek cuisine. They
decided that rather than advertise individually, they would be better off pooling their resources
and advertising together. The idea was to set up "Tasting Tables” - so that individuals could try
food fare from a number of restaurants, and thus the “Taste” of the Danforth began. In order to
encourage people to try various dishes, the prices were kept very low, and even today, no
tasting item costs more than $6.

In the first year, approximately 5,000 people attended the Festival. Twenty-three restaurateurs
participated, selling an eclectic mix of "tastes" from tasting tables. The following year,



attendance grew to 100,000. By 1996, the Festival was so large that Danforth Avenue had to be
officially closed to vehicular traffic in order to accommodate over 500,000 visitors. Today, the
Festival has grown to approximately 1.5 million visitors during the course of three nights and
two days. They come to enjoy food, free entertainment and culture. The Taste of the Danforth
is one of Toronto’s signature events, showcasing the best of what our multicultural city has to
offer — music, the arts, sports and -- of course -- food.

Big Economic Impact for Toronto

The Festival and GreekTown on the Danforth BIA contribute significant impact to the Province
and City. In 2023, the Festival’s single weekend economic impact was $91 million. These
numbers are based on governmental economic models tied to tourism. They don’t take into
account the great economic impact that the Festival has on the GreekTown on the Danforth
BIA’s members, which consist primarily of small retailers and restaurateurs.

For Festival information visit: www.tasteofthedanforth.com

For additional information, please contact:
Howard Lichtman — 416-402-4948 — howard@ethnicitymatters.com




