
 
 

 

 

GreekTown on the Danforth Business Improvement Area 

#201-699 Danforth Avenue, Toronto, On M4J1L2 

Tel: 416-469-5634, Fax: 416-469-8200  

KRINOS TASTE OF THE DANFORTH  

ANNOUNCES FESTIVAL PROGRAM FOR 2014 
 

TORONTO'S FAVOURITE FESTIVAL OFFERS FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

 

Friday, August 8, 2014 - Sunday, August 10, 2014 

FOR RELEASE: August 7, 2014, 2014 - TORONTO:  

The Krinos Taste of the Danforth 2014 is right around the corner (August 8th-10th). This year is 

our 21st anniversary and we are planning lots of special activities. Below is a “Taste” of what 

Torontonians can expect.  

I. A “Taste” of What to Expect 

Join us in celebrating the 21st anniversary of the Krinos Taste of the Danforth – Canada’s 

largest (approximately 1.5 million attendees) and most favourite Festival. The GTA lays 

claim to more than 200,000 residents of Greek ancestry, the third largest Hellenic community 

outside of Greece. Between August 8th and 10th, everyone who comes to the Danforth gets to 

be "Greek for the day". The Festival is much more than the celebration of the Danforth's 

Greek heritage -- it is also a celebration of Canada’s multiculturalism.  

Yes, there is food, food, and more food – but there is also much more. There is loads of free 

entertainment on our Celebrity, Danforth Showcase, and Astro Original Greek stages, as well 

as in our Toronto Star Kids’ Fun Zone, Sports Zone, and Hollywood on the Danforth. 

1. Celebrity Stage  

Our Celebrity Stage will feature several special appearances. We can tell you about some 

of the special entertainers, but not all. We are sworn to secrecy. Check back with us 

shortly.  

Visit www.tasteofthedanforth.com for updates and announcements regarding the 

performers and schedules. 

So far, we can tell you about: 

a) Performance by Rebel Coast, this season’s winner of YTV’s The Next Star: 

Supergroup 

b) Expendables 3 Stunt Show: Don’t miss X Limit Entertainment as they battle it out on 

the Celebrity stage! The Expendables are back, and they want vengeance! 

http://www.tasteofthedanforth.com/www.tasteofthedanforth.com
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c) The finalists from the Miss Asia Toronto Pageant 

d) Performance by the cast of HAIR: The Musical 

e) Performance by Luke McMaster, an internationally acclaimed singer-songwriter from 

Toronto  

f) Performance by Ariana Chris, Greek-Canadian mezzo soprano, who performed at the 

closing ceremonies of the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympic Games. 

g) Performance by Carmen Corcoz:  This singer-songwriter inspires others through her 

meaningful lyrics and soulful blend of rhythm and pop music.  

h) Performance by jazz vocalist Leigh Graham, accompanied by the Sheraton Cadwell 

Orchestra 

i) Performance by Jamie Gutfreund and his band In Living Cover 

j) Performance by Frank D’Angelo, who thrills audiences with his renditions of classic 

R&B hits 

k) Performance by James Faulkner 

l) Performance by Julia Tynes 

m) Perfomance by Johannes Linstead, who has been named Canada’s “Guitarist of the 

Year” 

n) Performance by The Jorge Miguel Flamenco Ensemble 

2. Danforth Showcase Stage 

Our Danforth Showcase Stage features eclectic international music and dance.  

Check www.tasteofthedanforth.com for updates and announcements as to the performers 

and schedules. 

3. Astro Original Greek Yogourt Stage 

Our Astro Original Greek Yogourt Stage features the finest Greek singers, musicians, and 

dancers on the planet Earth.  

Check www.tasteofthedanforth.com for updates and announcements regarding the 

performers and schedules. 

4. Sports Zone 

Our Sports Zone features activations and challenges from Toronto’s professional sports 

teams, including the Maple Leafs, Raptors, Argos, and Toronto FC. This year, we will have 

some of the finest athletes at the Festival including Hockey Hall of Famer, Darryl Sittler, 

Toronto FC star Bright Dike and Toronto Raptors power forward James Johnson. 

Don’t be surprised if you bump into one of your heroes at the Festival! 

 

http://www.tasteofthedanforth.com/www.tasteofthedanforth.com
http://www.tasteofthedanforth.com/www.tasteofthedanforth.com
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5. Toronto Star Kids’ Fun Zone  

Our Toronto Star Kids’ Fun Zone will feature two exciting Hollywood blockbuster 

activations:  

a) The Boxtrolls 

 

Say “Cheesebridge”! Try on your favourite Boxtrolls “Boxtume”. Take a photo in front 

of the Boxtrolls movie set and share your photo for a chance to win Boxtroll prizes. 

Special appearances by the Boxtrolls! 

 

Compete in the Cheesebridge Krinos Cheese Barrel Rolling contest for a second chance 

to win The Boxtrolls prizing. 

 

The Boxtrolls will be in theatres September 26, 2014. For more information on the film, 

visit www.theboxtrolls.ca 

 

b)  Paddington 

 

“Paddington’s London Calling!” Put on your Paddington wardrobe. Take a photo in front 

of the Paddington movie set and send in your photo to win Paddington prizing! 

 

 See Paddington in theatres December 25, 2014. For more information on the film, visit 

www.paddington.com 

 

6. Hollywood on the Danforth 

 

We will be featuring fun movie activations from three upcoming blockbuster films: 

 

a) Frank Miller’s Sin City: A Dame to Kill For 

 

Get your Sin City tattoo and model in front of our photographer. Your image will be 

transposed into a scene from the film for you to have and share with your friends for a 

chance to win Sin City prizing. 

 

Frank Miller’s Sin City: A Dame to Kill For hits theatres August 22, 2014. For more 

information on the film, visit www.sincity-2.com 

 

b) The Expendables 3 

 

Are you as tough as The Expendables? Test your skills on The Expendables 3 rock 

climbing wall! 

 

Expendables 3 Stunt Show: Don’t miss X Limit Entertainment as they battle it out on our 

Celebrity Stage! The Expendables are back, and they want vengeance! 

See The Expendables 3 in theatres August 15, 2014. For more information on the film, 

visit www.theexpendables3film.ca 

 

 



4 

 

c) Dr. Cabbie 

 

Take your photo in front of the original Dr. Cabbie cab from the film and share online for 

a chance to win tickets to the premiere of the film. 

 

Dr. Cabbie will be in theatres September 19, 2014. For more information on the film, 

visit  www.drcabbie.com 

 

 

7. Guinness World Records: “We’ve Got a Lot of Pull” and “Getting the Jump on 

Olympia”: Largest Tug of War - Most People to Perform a Long Jump – Win a Trip 

to Olympia, Greece 

 

Festival attendees get the chance of a lifetime to participate in a Guinness World Record. 

In 2013, we had fun with two Guinness World Record challenges: one for the Largest 

Zorba Dance, and the other for the Largest Greek Yogourt Bowl.  

 

This year we are attempting two more records, with the grand prize for participants being 

a Trip for 2 to Olympia, Greece – the home of the original Olympics. We will be selling 

commemorative wristbands to participants in order to raise money for Athletics Ontario.  

 

Athletics Ontario is the not-for-profit provincial sport governing body for track and field, 

road running, cross country and race walking for the province of Ontario. The 

Association is athlete-centered, volunteer-based and club-driven. "Athletics" is defined as 

"all athletics, including, but not restricted to, track and field, running, jumping, throwing, 

cross country, race walking, road running, ultra-running and competitive athletics held 

under the auspices of Athletics Canada.” For more information on Athletics Ontario, refer 

to www.athleticsontario.ca. 

 

Guinness World Record for the Largest Tug of War – “We’ve Got a Lot of Pull” 

 

We are attempting to break the World Record for the Largest Tug of War tournament. 

The current record was set in Rochester, New York, in 2012 with 1,574 participants. We 

want a minimum of 2,000 participants. Do you have pull? You can bring a team of 8 or 

we’ll assign you to a team. 

 

Participants will not only have a chance to be part of a Guinness World Record breaking 

attempt, they will also have an opportunity to help Athletics Ontario. They will also be 

able to view fun Tug of War competitions.  

 

Origin of the Tug of War Competition 

 

There is no specific time and place to pinpoint the origin of tug of war. The contest of 

pulling on the rope originates from ancient ceremonies and cults, which are found all 

over the world, e.g. Egypt, Burma, India, Borneo, Japan, Korea, Hawaii and South 

America. The ancient tug of war was performed in various styles. In Afghanistan, teams 

used a wooden stake instead of a rope to pull. In Korea, children clasped their arms 

around each other’s waists to form a living tug of war chain. Team captains must have 

had a very strong grip linking the teams together with their hands. Tug of war was not 
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only a team sport; in several countries a man-to-man version of tug of war existed. The 

Canadian Eskimos still have a tug of war contest known as “ar-saaraq”. It’s a tug of war 

contest with the pullers sitting on the ground, using a short rope. The one who pulls his 

opponent over from his seated position is the winner.  

 

Tug of War as Sports Contest  

 

Later, tug of war became a pure contest of physical strength. In Greece, the cradle of the 

ancient Olympic Games, around 500 BC, tug of war as a sport was practised by athletes 

either as a competitive sport or as an exercise in the physical training for other sports. In 

western Europe, evidence of tug of war was found in the year 1000 AC, in the stories of 

the heroic champions of Scandinavia and Germany, who participated in the so-called 

“kräftige spiele” (power games). The tug of war sport was featured in competitions at the 

courts of the Chinese Emperors, as well as in Mongolia and Turkey. In the 15th century, 

tug of war was a popular contest at the tournaments in the French chateaux and in 

competitions in Great Britain.  

 

Tug of war was an official Olympic sport from 1900 until 1920. In 2002, the Tug of War 

International Federation (TWIF) was formally re-recognized in accordance with rule 29 

of the Olympic Charter. TWIF came into shape as the international federation for tug of 

war, with the first competition in the Baltic Games in 1964. Thus, tug of war remains a 

recognized sport by the IOC, with the TWIF as the accredited international governing 

body for the tug of war sport.   

 

 Guinness World Record for the Most People to Perform a Long Jump – “Getting a Jump 

on Olympia” 

 

We are attempting to break the World Record for the most people to perform a standing 

long jump in eight hours. The current record is 800 participants. 

The long jump was part of the Greek pentathlon in the original Olympics, which 

consisted of wrestling, stadion (short sprint measuring between 180 and 240 meters), 

javelin throw, discus throw and the long jump.  

The standing long jump (also called the broad jump) was held during the Olympics in 

1900, 1904, 1906, 1908 and 1912. Unlike the conventional long jump event, which is part 

of the current track and field program, the standing version does not allow any run up. 

The jumper must stand at a line marked on the ground with his feet slightly apart. He then 

takes off and lands on both feet, swinging his arms and bending his knees to provide 

forward drive.  

A champion in this discipline, Ray Ewry won the standing long jump (and the standing 

high jump) in 1900, 1904, 1906, and 1908. He set world record for the standing long 

jump of 3.47 m on September 3, 1904. His feats were even more impressive as Ray had 

spent his childhood in a wheelchair, partially paralyzed with polio.  

The pentathlon made its return to the Olympics in 1906. In 1912, they introduced two 

new types of pentathlons. The version that included the long jump was discontinued in 

1924. In 1964, a pentathlon for women was introduced, which also featured the long 
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jump, but this was discontinued in 1984 and was replaced by the heptathlon. This has 

seven events and also includes the long jump. 

Participants will not only have a chance to be part of a Guinness World Record breaking 

attempt, they will also have an opportunity to help Athletics Ontario. 

 

8. Alexander Keith’s Beer Garden 

Join us for a refreshing drink in the Alexander Keith’s Beer Garden. 

 

9. Win the Trip of Your Dreams! 

The Krinos Taste of the Danforth will be hosting an exciting contest. Two winning 

couples will be sent on the trip of their dreams: an Aegean Splendour Cruise to Greece, 

courtesy of Transat Holidays, valued at approximately $3,000, or a trip to Saint Lucia 

courtesy of the Saint Lucia Tourism Board and Transat Holidays, including 7 nights at 

the all-inclusive Coconut Bay Beach Resort & Spa, valued at approximately $6,000. 

II. The History of the Festival and the Organization that Runs It 

a. History 

The Taste of the Danforth was initially modeled after the enormously successful "Taste of 

Chicago". It began as a celebration of Hellenic cuisine and culture. It has grown to become a 

celebration of both its Greek heritage and the multicultural nature of the city of Toronto. 

While a number of events and programs are reflective of the area’s Greek roots, the Festival 

programming and its audience have grown to encompass a much broader spectrum of the 

Toronto community.  

The Festival began in 1994 when a group of restaurateurs on the Danforth tried to come up 

with ways they could entice people to come to the Danforth and enjoy their amazing Greek 

cuisine. They decided that rather than advertising individually, they would be better off 

pooling their resources and advertising together. Instead of suggesting that potential visitors 

come to eat at one restaurant over another, they decided to set up “tasting” tables - so that 

individuals could try food fare from a number of restaurants.  

In the first year, approximately 5,000 people attended the Festival. Twenty-three 

restaurateurs participated, selling an eclectic mix of "tastes" from tasting tables. The 

following year, attendance grew to 100,000. By 1996, the Festival was so large that the 

Danforth had to be officially closed down to vehicular traffic, so as to accommodate over 

500,000 visitors. Today, the Festival has grown to approximately 1.5 million visitors during 

the course of three days and two nights. They come to enjoy food, entertainment and culture. 

The Krinos Taste of the Danforth is one of Toronto’s signature events, showcasing the best 

our multicultural city has to offer - from music to the arts and from sports to food. 

 

b. The GreekTown on the Danforth BIA  

 

The Festival is run by the GreekTown on the Danforth BIA.  
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The concept of a Business Improvement Area was created in Toronto, but BIAs can now be 

found all over the world. In 1970, merchants in Bloor West Village formed the first BIA in 

response to competition from shopping centers. Toronto currently has 77 BIAs, representing 

more than 35,000 commercial property owners and tenants. The number is still growing. 

The GreekTown on the Danforth BIA is an excellent example of how a BIA can unite local 

restaurateurs and retailers along a street to promote businesses. The GreekTown on the 

Danforth BIA is a not-for-profit organization, run by a volunteer board, chaired by 

Constantine Voidonicolas.  

 

c. GreekTown Gives Back to the Community 

 

The Festival combines exquisite food, culture and music with extraordinary philanthropy to 

benefit the local community. What most people don’t realize is that the profits from the 

Festival are donated back to the community by the GreekTown on the Danforth BIA Over 

the years, GreekTown has donated more than $2 million to Toronto East General Hospital. 

In 2012, GreekTown committed to a further $500,000 to enhance paediatric care. During 

the course of the Festival, as part of the Guinness World Record attempt for the World’s 

Largest Zorba Dance and World’s Largest Yogourt Bowl, money was donated to Prostate 

Cancer Canada. This year, proceeds are being donated to Athletics Ontario. As part of 

GreekTown’s annual “March of the Santas”, money was raised for Princess Margaret 

Hospital through the sale of Toronto Firefighters’ Calendars, and toys and donations were 

gathered for the CP24 CHUM Christmas Wish. GreekTown also made a financial donation 

to the Christmas Wish.  

It’s not only the big charities that benefit from GreekTown’s largesse – last year the BIA 

donated $10,000 in Smart Boards ($5,000 each) to local schools (William McCordic School 

and William Burgess School) for use by children with special needs. This year, further 

funds were donated to William Burgess. GreekTown also donates to a number of other local 

charities, including Toronto Crime Stoppers, 55 Division’s Youth Scholarship Fund, 

Riverdale Share Community Association, The East York Seniors’ Foundation amongst 

others. GreekTown has also donated to Dr. Phyllis Billia’s cancer research at Toronto 

General and Toronto Western Hospitals. GreekTown naturally supports a number of Greek 

initiatives, including donating to University of Toronto’s Greek studies program, the Greek 

Community, the Hellenic Canadian Federation of Ontario, Nefeli (theatre and dance), Greek 

Orthodox Community of Mississauga, and Hellenic Home for the Aged. c. Big Economic 

Impact for Toronto  

The 8th Annual Danforth Dash Bed Race is back this summer and takes place on Friday, August 8th 

to kick off the Festival. The race runs from 1:00pm to 2:00pm and is scheduled to take place just east 

of Broadview.  Local businesses, the hospital’s Emergency Services and the media will be competing 

to see who can win the 2014 Golden Bed Pan Trophy.  For further information, 

visit http://foundation.tegh.on.ca 

d. Big Economic Impact for Toronto  

The Festival and GreekTown on the Danforth BIA contribute significant impact to the 

Province and City.  In 2013, the Festival conducted an independent study, similar to the one 

that they initiated in 2010.  The Festival’s economic impact to the province increased from 

$11.4 million in 2010 to $64.7 million in 2013.  These numbers are based on governmental 

http://foundation.tegh.on.ca/
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economic models tied to tourism.  They don’t take into account the great economic impact 

that the Festival has on the GreekTown on the Danforth BIA members, which consist 

primarily of small retailers and restaurateurs. 

The Festival is a tourist magnet.  Thirty-one percent of attendees (465,000 people) travelled 

40 kilometres or more to attend the Taste of the Danforth.  The Festival was the primary 

reason for visiting the Toronto region for 74% of out-of-towners.  For a significant 42%, 

their sole reason for coming to Toronto was the Festival. 

Equally important to the province’s economy is the fact that 80% of out-of-towners plan to 

return in 2014.  If we focus in on locals only, the “intention to return” increases to 96%. 

People continue to love the Festival – 90% rated it as Good, Very Good or Excellent.  A full 

44% rated the Festival as Excellent.  In 2013 the Taste of the Danforth won first place Gold 

in the Toronto Sun Readers’ Choice Award for Favourite Cultural Festival.   

In March of 2014, Festivals & Events Ontario announced that the Taste of the Danforth won 

the award for Best Promotional Campaign. 

 

e. Krinos: New Title Sponsor 

After a five-year hiatus, Krinos Foods is returning as the Title Sponsor of the Taste of the 

Danforth.  Krinos had previously been the Title Sponsor of the Festival up until 2008.   

 

Constantine Voidonicolas, Chair of the Board of Management for the GreekTown on the 

Danforth BIA, commented, "We are delighted to have an old friend of the Festival back as 

Title Sponsor, particularly such a prestigious brand." 

 

Alexander Georgiadis, President of Krinos Foods, commented, "The Taste of the Danforth 

and Krinos Foods have always been inseparable. Since 1993, we worked hand-in-hand with 

the BIA to build this event from a local street happening to Canada's largest street fair. We 

are delighted to return.”    

 

Krinos Foods is North America's largest importer, distributor and manufacturer of Greek 

specialty foods, with production facilities and warehouses in New York, Chicago, Montreal, 

Toronto and Vancouver.  

III. More to Come 

We have a number of additional surprises to announce. It is just a little bit early. Please check 

back with us to find out what other amazing experiences await Torontonians at Canada’s 

largest and most favourite Festival. We will also be updating the Festival website with new 

information shortly at www.tasteofthedanforth.com. 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Howard Lichtman - 416 402 4948 

howard@lightning-group.com 

http://www.tasteofthedanforth.com/

